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Report of the Working Group on Disaster Reduction and Climate Change, 25 May 2005, Geneva and Bonn
The Working Group (WG) met in Geneva and Bonn by videoconference to discuss concrete activities it should undertake and determine the next steps to implement them. Kamal Kishore of UNDP, co-chair of the Working Group along with B. Nyenzi of WMO, chaired the meeting. A backstopper in the ISDR secretariat supports the work of the group. Participants included:

Drought Monitoring Centre, Laban Ayieko Ogallo

Institute for Social and Environmental Transition, Marcus Moench

Least Developed Countries Expert Group (UNFCCC process), Paul Desanker

United Nations Institute for Training and Research, Annie Roncerel

United Nations Development Programme, Kamal Kishore

United Nations Environment Programme, Glenn Dolcemascolo

United Nations University, Juan Carlos Villagran de Leon 

VARG Secretariat/World Bank, Frank Sperling

World Health Organization, Carlos Corvalan (represented by Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum)

World Meteorological Organization, Buruhani S. Nyenzi, Amir Delju 

ISDR secretariat, Reid Basher, John Harding, Silvi Llosa, Carolin Schaerpf

The WG discussed implementation of the following activities: 

Inventory of ongoing disaster reduction efforts that have potential linkages with adaptation to climate change

UNDP presented a short concept paper (attached) on the development of a simple, easily manageable inventory of ongoing disaster reduction efforts that can help identify specific potential for linkages with adaptation to climate change. The WG discussed the scope of the activities to be included in the inventory and agreed that initiatives not labelled as adaptation activities but that provide such benefits should be included. The purpose of the inventory would be to support the development of linkages between disaster reduction and adaptation to climate change. The WG decided that it would be of value to build such an inventory and outlined next steps: 


Define simple criteria for including projects in the inventory (a sub-group of the WG will undertake this task),


Pilot the inventory in a region/ sub-region,


Refine it and integrate it in WG website.

Linkages between the UNFCCC process National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) and disaster reduction

Dr. Paul Desankar, Chair of the LDC Expert Group (LEG), presented an overview of the UNFCCC NAPA process and highlighted the need for identifying specific initiatives, methods, tools and costs for adaptation to climate change. The subsequent discussion made clear the many opportunities for developing linkages between NAPAs and disaster reduction activities in selected LDCs, in particular in the context of G8 focus on climate change in Africa. A sub-group of the WG and the Chair of LEG will develop a brief concept note to develop the following activities and identify specific next steps forward:


Explore specific disaster risk reduction best practices that can also assist communities in adapting to climate change in order to assist in the assessment of adaptation options for responding to the needs identified in NAPAs.


Undertake case studies in selected countries (one per region) to explore how implementation of NAPAs can be used as an opportunity to integrate some of the ongoing disaster risk reduction and adaptation to climate change activities on the ground.

The UNFCCC secretariat communicated in writing other concrete and useful areas for cooperation in supporting the LEG work programme, including: contributions to its list of experts, to its information base on local coping strategies, and to its efforts in benchmarking adaptation activities with the aim of supporting the assessment of adaptation options available to respond to the needs identified in the NAPAs.

DR+CC Infolink newsletter

Issue 4 of Infolink was produced in May 2005 (attached). This communication tool was started as a collaborative effort of the ISDR secretariat, UNDP and the Red Cross. The WG decided to work toward continuation of the publication in collaboration with the VARG. It will be brought out three times a year. The ISDR secretariat will develop a revised operation plan for the continued production of this newsletter for the consideration of the WG. WG members will act as channels of contribution to this newsletter on a regular basis. In due course, a resource mobilization strategy will be developed for the continued production of the newsletter.

Linkages with VARG

The WG recognized that the VARG and the WG are quite complementary in particular in their membership. They agreed to continue exchanging information through regular participation in each others’ meetings and build synergy through joint activities whenever possible, to multiply the impacts of the work undertaken. The VARG offered to provide input for inclusion in the DR+CC Infolink.

Paper on terms and concepts

The WG group discussed the need for better harmonization and clarification of terms and concepts used in the disaster risk reduction and climate change communities, based on a concept paper presented by the secretariat (attached). Toward this end, the WG decided to develop a simple listing of terms used in each of the two communities, drawing on existing resources. 

The WG also decided to develop a document that briefly explains the terms and associated concepts (including wider context, history, conceptual background) used in climate change as well as disaster risk reduction. The goal is to produce a user-friendly document for professionals working at the interface of adaptation to climate change and disaster reduction, rather than produce an authoritative glossary. The clarification of terminology will be useful groundwork for the development of indicators of progress/ success at a later stage. It may also be a useful input to the development and implementation of the future SBSTA work programme. 

Compilation of tools and knowledge capacities


The WG recognized the need for a simple compilation of tools that have been developed by past IATF working groups that may be relevant in the context of adaptation to climate change (see attached proposal). The working group will compile an initial inventory in the coming months, which can be followed up with more detailed and analytical work. This activity would represent a useful input to the UNFCCC compendium of methods and tools as well as to the development and implementation of the future SBSTA work programme.

Working Group webpage


The ISDR secretariat will host a WG website that will provide substantive information on the activities of the WG. In due course (beyond the life of the WG) this webpage will become a thematic webpage integrated into the ISDR webpage.

The Group felt that given the agenda of action outlined above, the tenure of the WG should be extended by one year, to the IATF’s thirteenth session. 

The IATF agreed to the prolonged timeframe for the Working Group. 

Annexes

1. Agenda for Climate WG Meeting 25 May 2005 

2. Inventory of Initiatives Proposal UNDP

3. NAPA Background Information

4. Infolink 4

5. Paper on Terminology and Concepts Proposal

6. Paper on DRR Tools for Climate Change Adaptation Proposal

7. Website proposal
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