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Eleventh session of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction

Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change

Annotated agenda

Video Conference 25 May 2005, 9:30-11:30
Geneva location: Palais des Nations, door 1, video conference room C-3, floor 3 
Bonn location: UNFCCC Secretariat, Haus Carstanjen, Room D114, floor 1
9:30
Introduction and review of Hyogo Framework for Action decisions relevant to climate change and presentation of Working Group activities since the World Conference 

(WMO and UNDP)

9:45
Inventory of activities: input from Working Group members

· 3 minute inputs by Working Group members on their relevant initiatives

· Discussion of a methodology for compiling initiatives

While there has been a lot of discussion on integrating our efforts in the area of disaster reduction and adaptation to climate change, most of the discussion in this area has remained at the conceptual level.  In order to build this linkage on the ground in very specific terms, it is important that we take a systematic look at what is already going on in different regions of the world that may be relevant for building tangible linkages between disaster reduction and adaptation to climate change.  As part of its TOR, this Working Group will focus on building a systematic inventory of such initiatives. The purpose of this discussion is not to present an exhaustive list of initiatives but to get a general picture of the variety of efforts underway so as to agree on a general methodology/ framework to capture these in a systematic way.


10:10
Presentation on National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) and discussion of possible Working Group activities
(Dr. Paul Desanker, Chair of the Least Developed Country Expert Group)


The development of NAPAs and the specific adaptation projects identified under the NAPA process present tangible opportunities for building synergies between disaster reduction and adaptation to climate change.  The discussion here will present a general overview of the NAPA process and highlight both general as well as specific opportunities for integration between disaster reduction and adaptation to climate change.  These opportunities could include both process- oriented activities (i.e. how NAPAs themselves are developed) as well as specific follow up (country-specific) projects.  It is hoped that this discussion will provide guidance to the Working Group in targeting advocacy efforts.

10:25
Proposed additional Working Group activities for next six months and discussion

(WMO and UNDP)

· DR+CC Infolink newsletter and contact base
The discussion will focus on the utility of this tool in its existing format, the possibility of further improving it and launching it to a larger target group.  It will address issues such as periodicity of the newsletter, responsibilities for its continued production, resources required etc.

· Working Group input to VARG's planned upcoming activities
The discussion will focus on the next steps planned by the VARG (as a follow-on to the paper on disaster reduction and climate change launched at the WCDR), and how (realistically) the Working Group could contribute to some of the relevant follow- up actions.

· Concept paper on terminology
As part of its TOR, the Working Group will focus on greater harmonization (to the extent possible!) and mutual understanding of the terminologies used within the climate change and disaster reduction communities.  The discussion here will focus on specific steps towards it.

· Compilation of relevant tools and knowledge capacities already developed under previous IATF Working Group themes to support adaptation programmes
Some of the other IATF working groups (previous and ongoing) may have developed products that are relevant to the work of this Working Group. The discussion here will focus on how we can bring these together and make them available to the Working Group.

· Working Group webpage

A Working Group webpage could be a useful tool in actively sharing information not only within the Group but also with the wider community. The discussion will focus on format, design, purpose, scope and sustainability of the webpage.


11:30 Close of meeting
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