Main achievements of the ISDR secretariat over 2000-2005

To assist the current deliberations on the future role and format of the ISDR secretariat, the secretariat has identified its main past achievements as follows. In each case, the evidence base is provided. The achievements and activities described were facilitated or carried out by the ISDR secretariat typically with a number of partners. 

	
	ACHIEVEMENTS
	    PRINCIPAL RESULTS AND INDICATORS

	1
	Mobilisation of political commitment for disaster risk reduction (DRR) for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction and its main outcome, the Hyogo Framework of Action 2005-2015 (HFA)
	· Achieved against initial opposition by some countries and initially uncertain funding

· Large and diverse participation (>4000 people)

· High media attention (>400 media participated)

· Resulted in the HFA - now widely recognised as the road map for the implementation of risk reduction in the next ten years

· Intense governmental engagement in HFA development

· Review of implementation of Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action and substantive review of experiences reflected in many other conference documents

· Successful management of tsunami-related concerns

· Prior advocacy and network building was the critical basis for success of WCDR and HFA

	2
	Regional influence and mainstreaming of DRR at regional and national levels
	· Active regional offices and strong networks established

· Staged development; well established in LAC and Africa, now in Asia (2005), and under consideration for Pacific and Europe

· Disaster risk reduction incorporated in regional agendas (AU/NEPAD, CEPREDENAC, CDERA, SOPAC, Andean Community of Nations, OAS…)

· Support to World Bank, UNDP, and regional development banks and Economic Commissions, risk reduction appearing in some PRSPs and CCA/UNDAFs

· Development of new national platforms, and influence on some national legislation

· Positive DFID review of ISDR secretariat’s regional offices

· Tsunami issue used to promote risk reduction, through press releases and interviews and the design of the tsunami project

	3
	Influence on major policy agendas (some examples)
	· General Assembly Resolutions on ISDR

· Millennium Declaration (2000)

· Least Developed Countries 10-year Action Plan (2001, Brussels)

· WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (2002)

· IFRC 28th Int’l Conference, prioritized risk reduction

· DRR as a main tool for adaptation to climate change under Framework Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) and its Vulnerability and Adaptation Resources Group (VARG, 2004)

· SIDS Mauritius Strategy (2005)

· African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States ACP-EU Natural Disaster Facility (2005) 

· International Water Decade, 2005-2015)

· Development Goals - ongoing efforts to integrate disaster risk reduction in MDG processes.


	
	ACHIEVEMENTS
	    PRINCIPAL RESULTS AND INDICATORS

	4
	Targeted products and information
	· Living with Risk: A global review of disaster reduction initiatives (2004
· Coordination of national self-assessments/questionnaires (2001 and 2004) and analytical assessments from other partners; in support of Living with Risk and the Yokohama review

· Accessible, active, well-presented, high-content web site (over 6 million visits so far in 2005), including profiles of country risks, disaster risk reduction capacities and contacts

· CD-archive produced of key disaster risk reduction documents (“virtual library”)

· Bi-annual issues of regional ISDR Informs magazines (LAC, Africa, Asia), monthly ISDR Highlights and other newsletters

· WSSD policy brief on disasters, environment and development

· Guidelines for Reducing Flood Losses.
· Twice-yearly DR+CC Infolink newsletter (to promote linking of disaster reduction and climate change agendas)

· Awareness & educational products: Riskland (in 6 languages); 2 radio-soap-operas; schools booklets on Water, Land-use and Volcanoes targeted at African schools; public-private partnership publication Know Risk and annual calendars; annual campaigns on specific topics

· Inter-agency Regional Disaster Information Centre for LAC (CRID), information networks and training (with PAHO)

· Annual international-profile Sasakawa Award process

· On-line conferences to promote debate and technical input for WSSD, gender issues, and for WCDR

	5
	Thematic Platforms developed and active, particularly for Early Warning
	· Systematic pursuit of early warning through IATF/DR processes, leading to agenda-setting early warning conference (EWC-II) and follow-up content in UNGA resolutions

· Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning (PPEW) and International Early Warning Programme established following EWC-II, Bonn, 2003

· ISDR secretariat entrusted with $11,000,000 Flash Appeal project for tsunami early warning assessment and coordination

· ISDR secretariat entrusted by Secretary General with coordination of global survey of early warning systems

· ISDR major partner in International Recovery Platform

· Global Fire Monitoring and Warning Network, established under the ISDR framework

	6
	Systematic institutional development
	· Recognition of ISDR secretariat through modest but steady growth of funds, staffing, institutional engagement in ISDR

· Institutional strengthening carried out throughout 2003-2004 with support from MANNET consultants

· Development of other mechanisms, particularly the “tripartite” UNDP-OCHA-ISDR relationship and the ISDR Support Group

· Continual growth in demand for participation in IATF/DR (UN, regional and civil society organizations working on DRR)

· Coordination of IATF/DR Working Groups that have stimulated ongoing partnerships and products (El Niño, Early Warning, Wildland Fires, Risk indexes, Urban Risks, Africa, Climate Change…)


ISDR secretariat, 1 June, 2005


