[image: image1.png]‘Q&
l/
\l@

T

Bl A

A
H
N
U
V T
\y@





United Nations Human Settlements Programme

Programme des Nations Unies pour les établissements humains - Programa de las Naciones Unidas para los Asentamientos Humanos

P.O. Box 30030, Nairobi, KENYA.     Telephone: (254-2) 621234  Fax: (254-2) 624266/7 (Central Office)

Email: infohabitat@unhabitat.org     Website: http://www.unhabitat.org

Madrid Working Meeting

7-9 September 2004

Summary report from an extended sub-working group meeting to WG 3 on urban risk issues.

UN-HABITAT organised this working meeting in collaboration with the UNDP/BCPR, the ISDR Secretariat and the Government of Spain. A wider number of participants and experts were invited than for the usual WG subgroup on risk assessment tools and methodologies to address urban risk and local authorities.

The meeting was divided in two parts. The first one included presentation, analyses of results and feed-back on the risk assessment tools compiled in the three regions as part of the WG3 IATF/DR project on “Quantification of Risk, Vulnerability and Impact of Disasters”. The second part of the meeting focused on reviewing and redrafting of a draft thematic paper on "Reducing urban risk and vulnerability".

The nature of both discussions were brainstorming, technical level, aiming at receiving inputs and a clear orientation on the way forward for the World Conference for Disaster Reduction (WCDR) next January 2005 in Kobe, Japan.

Next phase will be for Habitat to integrate all the recommendation and inputs given during the Madrid meeting for the conclusions and recommendations of the compilation of the risk assessment tools and methodologies. The final report and results of the WG project will be reported and launched during the WCDR in Kobe next January 2005.

During the second of the meeting a thematic paper on “Reducing urban risk and vulnerabilities” was discussed. It was agreed that the document should be redrafted as a paper focusing on recommendation for implementation rather than a description of the existing problems and context. A new draft will be circulated shortly (rapporteur UNDP) for further consultation. It will be presented to the IATF/DR as a position paper by the group that met.

The Madrid working meeting served as a useful platform for consolidating a “consultative group” of experts and a possible source of knowledgeable people in the area of urban risk and vulnerabilities.
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