[image: image1.jpg]



ASIA

 Disaster Reduction Library (DRL)

A Field Library on Disaster Risk Reduction
to support tsunami affected countries of the Indian Ocean
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Introduction
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The Disaster Reduction Library project aims to support countries most affected by the Indian Ocean disaster by providing existing books and practical, technical information on disaster reduction to practitioners, researchers, local leaders and communities. At a later stage, other hazard-prone countries in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean will benefit from field libraries on disaster reduction.

The Disaster Reduction Library is an initiative of the ISDR secretariat for investing in knowledge as a vital element for disaster reduction, taking as model the Blue Trunk Library of the World Health Organization (WHO).

Goal 

Contribute to the dissemination of disaster risk reduction information to various target groups in support of creating a culture of disaster prevention. 

Objectives 

Enhance public awareness and wider access to information on hazards, vulnerability and risks by providing  “Disaster Reduction Libraries” to recognized local institutions, in particular in hazard-prone areas. It will also help communities to develop a culture of prevention and become resilient to the effects of natural, technological and environmental hazards. 

Target audiences

National disaster management offices, local leaders, regional institutions, research centers, key educational institutions, Non-Governmental Organizations and National and local libraries.

Contents
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The collection contains books and kits on disaster risk reduction literature and related issues taking into consideration the disaster history of the region. Additional educational materials will be identified and added in local languages by partners to enhance wider public awareness. 

A blue metal trunk fitted with two shelves contains the collection. The trunk makes it easy to transport, protect the publications and takes minimal space for storage.
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    Areas covered are:

· Indian Ocean disaster and tsunami in general

· Other natural hazards

· Educational materials on tsunami on local languages

· Community action

· Risk assessment and early warning

· Coastal management

· Environment 

· Sustainable development

· Urban risks

· Health and disaster reduction 

· Gender and disaster reduction 

· Financing disaster reduction

Monitoring
The beneficiary, a local institution, identifies a focal point to supervise the installation of the Library in clean premises, the access to the collection and to ensure its security, integrate new editions sent by the ISDR secretariat, report on users comments and needs and make proposals for new additions, be in contact with the ISDR librarian with whom he/she will dialogue particularly on feedback from users. If training should be needed, it can be organized, in particular when several libraries are installed in a country.

Development of in-country and regional networks

Partnership is essential to promote this new product, identify new beneficiaries, advise on the contents and fund raising. 

This project aims at increasing opportunity to learn 
and develop skills in disaster reduction

NB: only most relevant literature is recorded in this catalogue. 
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