Broadcasters and Disaster Reduction Agencies 

Join Hands to reduce Disaster Impact

12 October – Geneva/Kuala Lumpur/Hong Kong -- CNN International, the United Nations and the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union have launched an effort to build greater public awareness and preparation for natural disasters by increasing media messages to mass audiences in recognition of the International day for Disaster Reduction today.  Cable News Network (CNN) is lending its expertise in reporting on crises situations by supplying one of its top former journalists to serve as an executive producer and trainer to Asian broadcast journalists affected by the December 2004 tsunami.  Through the effort, stories will be created on disaster reduction and post-tsunami recovery efforts which will be exchanged among Asia-Pacific broadcasters and for use by CNN World Report in commemorating the first anniversary of the 26 December tsunami of 2004.

The more recent Hurricane Katrina which caused unprecedented economic losses and human suffering in the United States in America is a reminder that we are all vulnerable to natural hazards .  Anyone can be affected, any day, anywhere by disaster originated by a natural hazard. Therefore we have to be constantly prepared and educated for all types of natural disasters” said Salvano Briceño, director of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction secretariat.

Former CNN Bangkok Bureau Chief Tom Mintier will today begin visiting television producers in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh to review pieces produced since  a gathering of the broadcasters was held in Bangkok to discuss coverage of disaster awareness and building public response through the media in June.

"I know that each of these producers have been affected either direrctly or indirectly from last year's Tsunami.  They each live in the country affected and whether they have done stories about places or people they know it is something they will live with for the rest of their lives," Mintier said.

Participating broadcasters include Indosiar Television; PT Cakrawala Andalas Televisi (ANTV); PT Indosiar Visual Mandiri; PT Surya Citra Televisi; EAP Networks (Pvt) Ltd - Swarnavahini (TV);  Independent Television Network Ltd.; Maharaja Organization - MTV Channel Pvt (Ltd); Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation (TV); Doordarshan News; Channel 11, Television of Thailand; MCOT Public Company Limited; ASTRO All Asia Networks; Radio Television Malaysia; and Bangladesh Television.  All participating broadcasters are members of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union, who has been the prinipcal coordinator of the collaborative initiative on behalf of the UN ISDR .

“While this initiative is focusing mainly on raising public awareness of how to respond in disaster audiences as well as enhanced national and regional information flows in these crises situations, the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami unveiled and brought to our attention that many broadcasters do not have early warning systems,” said Craig Hobbs, Sr Officer, International Relations at the ABU. “These collaborative content creation and exchange activities which are facilitated by the UN ISDR help to build communication between broadcasters, the meteorological organizations and public emergency services for better coordination in both public response and early warning system development.”

About the ABU 

The Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) is a non-profit, non-governmental, professional association of broadcasting organisations, with over 150 members in 55 countries, reaching a potential audience of over 3 billion people. The ABU was formed in 1964 to facilitate the development of broadcasting in the Asia-Pacific region and to organise cooperative activities amongst its members. For more information, please visit www.abu.org.my 
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