Message of ISESCO Director General 

on the occasion of World Disaster Reduction Day 2004
On Wednesday 13th October 2004, the international community will again commemorate the World Disaster Reduction Day. This year’s observance of the World Disaster Reduction day highlights the importance of "learning". People’s learning to cope with disasters and hazards and the exercise of their professional skills should be the core of any risk reduction strategy. In fact, an investment in capacity building and strengthening individual capabilities particularly at community level are likely to have more lasting value than any specific investments made in technical measures to reduce risks of ever increasing environmental disasters. 

The steady increase in frequency, complexity, scope and intensity of environmental disasters since 1990s regardless of being natural or human engineered disasters has induced devastating impacts on lives, livelihoods, property and on environment. Indeed such adversities have invaded developing and developed countries alike causing considerable human and material losses. However, the poor nations and disadvantaged people of whom many live in our Member States continue to pay the heaviest bills of death and damage from flood, earthquake, droughts, cyclones and other disasters. But while we cannot stop the destructive forces of nature to protect people and property, we can and must motivate and engage the people to learn how to reduce vulnerability to disasters and how to build resilient communities.  

The theme of this year’s International Day for Disaster reduction marks learning as an essential part of disaster reduction strategies emphasizing on its prominent role in global efforts to reduce human suffering and damage to the natural and built environment. ISESCO is committed in the framework of its environmental agenda and in compliance with the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction to build the capacities of its Member States to better cope with natural disasters. In this regards, it has strengthened its ties and cooperation with other international, regional and national agencies for better responding to this challenge of the century. ISESCO will continue to provide training through symposia and workshops in the field of disaster management and disaster preparedness and response, at administrative, decision-making, technical and community levels. We are committed to provide tools and guidance for capacity-building, strategy development, and facilitate advocacy as well as awareness-raising campaign on the environmental dimension of disasters at community levels.

ISESCO will give priority emphasis on learning under its incoming Action Plans, accomplishing through education, capacity building and awareness-raising at community level, by lending assistance to the Member States in evolving appropriate policies and instruments at national level. However, we believe that no strategy for disaster reduction would be successful, unless the international community can formulate a unity purpose and concerned action to ensure justice, peace and security, eradicate poverty, alleviate debt, and facilitate international trade, capacity building and technology transfer, through establishing civilizational and cultural partnership. 

Let us all learn how to live and work together to coexist in a world of hazards that threaten all without discriminating against any specific community.   

