Empowering women in arid areas to manage water
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Project Background

At the request from the Government of Kenya (GOK), UNEP in partnership with the GOK prepared a report ‘Devastating Drought in Kenya : its Impacts and Responses’. The report identified water conservation as an area which needs urgent attention in mitigating and reducing the impacts of drought. Women were identified as a vulnerable group.

As a follow up to the study, UNEP in partnership with an NGO, EarthCare Africa  implemented  ‘Pilot Project to Empower Women in Rainwater Harvesting in Kenya’ . The project area, Kajiado, is in a semi-arid area prone to drought. The Maasai community living in the area used to be nomads and have been settling down over the last decade.  In this area, women are responsible for ensuring household water security.  Despite this role, they do not contribute to the management of the resource, that is the domain of men.  The aim of the project is to increase water availability in drought prone areas and also to empower women in water management.  Through this project rainwater harvesting from roof tops and manyatta (traditional Maasai dwelling) as well as an earthpan were constructed. In addition sanitation facilities in the form of latrines were built.
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